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3 SIBLINGS AMONG SBS’s DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDS 

 

 

 

(Salt Lake City)–The School of Biological Sciences at the University of Utah today announced 

five alumni who have been selected to receive the School’s 2020 Distinguished Alumni Award.  

 

Nominations this year were many and broad-ranging in terms of the career and personal journeys 

of our alumni. The School, one of the largest academic units on campus, is fortunate to have an 

alumni family of increasing accomplishment and notoriety in academia, health care, private 

industry and elsewhere.  

 

Members of the development committee, chaired by Dr. Neil Vickers, made the 

recommendations to the Executive Committee and were enthusiastic about the selections which 

include Jeanne M. Novak, PhD (BS’81), Julia Bailey-Serres, PhD (BS’81), and, in an 

unprecedented move, three siblings: Rajesh “Tim” Gandhi, MD (BS’86); Monica Gandhi, 

MD, MPH (BS’91); and Leena Gandhi, MD, PhD (BS’92).  

 

Selectees will be invited to Salt Lake City where they will receive the award during the School’s 

annual Awards Ceremony and Social April 22, 2020. Their names will appear on a perpetual 

plaque on campus with other esteemed biology alumni who over the years have been recognized 

with this honor.  

 

Short bios of each of the 2020 distinguished alumni continue below:  

 

Jeanne Novak is the founder and CEO of CBR International, a full-service biopharmaceutical 

product, clinical, medical device and regulatory development and compliance group in Boulder, 

Colorado. Profiled recently in the School’s magazine, Novak, who is a Wisconsin native, 

attended West Point Academy before finishing her BS at the University of Utah. She then 

continued at the U for a PhD in Pharmacology (cell biology and immunology). Earlier, in 1979 

she became the first female ROTC Battalion Commander (Army) in the state of Utah. Novak is 

an active member of the University of Utah’s National Advisory Council.  
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Julia Bailey-Serres is Director at the Center for Plant Cell Biology and Distinguished Professor 

of Genetics at the University of California, Riverside where she has mentored 20 postdoctoral 

researchers and 19 doctoral students. She is known for her research on mechanisms of plant 

adaptive responses to environmental stresses and, while at the UofU, was mentored by Biology 

faculty members George Edmunds and David Wolstenholme. A California native, Bailey-Serres 

was elected to the National Academy of Sciences in 2016.  

 

Rajesh “Tim” Gandhi graduated Summa cum laude while at the University of Utah where he 

worked in Baldomero “Toto” Olivera’s lab. Rajesh practices medicine in Boston where he 

specializes in infectious diseases. He is Medical Director of the HIV clinic at Massachusetts 

General Hospital and Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical School. Among his many 

accomplishments, he developed and now edits www.idimages.org, an influential website used by 

clinicians throughout the U.S. and around the world and which has been recognized as the best 

website for infectious diseases cases. Rajesh and his siblings grew up in Salt Lake City.  

 

Monica Gandhi attended Harvard Medical School for her MD and is currently Professor of 

Medicine and Associate Chief of the Division of HIV, Infectious Disease, and Global Medicine 

at University of California, San Francisco. She also serves as Medical Director of Ward 86 HIV 

Clinic at San Francisco General Hospital, one of the oldest clinics of its kind in the country. 

Monica was the convocation speaker for the University of Utah’s College of Science in May 

2019. While at the U, Monica worked with John “Sandy” Parkinson in his lab. 

 

Leena Gandhi is VP, Immuno-Oncology Development at Lilly Pharma in New York City where 

she leads clinical development while overseeing a team of six clinical research physicians. She 

earned her PhD at the University of California, Berkeley before attending NYU for medical 

school followed by her residency at Massachusetts General Hospital. While at the School of 

Biological Sciences she worked in Ted and Tucker Gurney’s lab doing research in cell biology.  

 

You can read a profile of all three Gandhis in Our DNA.  

 

For additional information visit the School of Biological Sciences at www.biology.utah.edu  
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